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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 15580 

E.0. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS, PINT, PFOR, LE 

SUBJECT: SMOKE GETS IN YOUR EYES 

REF: BEIRUT 15564 

1. BURNING OLIVE OIL FACTORY IN BEIRUT SUBURB OF DEKWANEH 
IS ADDING TO GENERALLY OVERCAST DAY IN LEBANESE CAPITAL 
WHERE USUALLY WELL-INFORMED OBSERVERS AND PUNDITS ARE 
EXPERIENCING INCREASING DIFFICULTY IN AGREEING UPON THE 
FACTS OF THE SITUATION. BEIRUT RADIO MORNING DEC 17 IS 
SPEWING FORTH CONTRACDICTORY REPORTS IN ARABIC AND FRENCH 
REGARDING THE STATE OF SECURITY IN THE COUNTRY. DESPITE 
SOME REPORTS THAT BEIRUT SPENT ONE OF THE QUIETEST NIGHT 

IN RECENT WEEKS, EMBOFFS IN RAS BEIRUT HEARD OVERNIGHT 
FIGHTING AS EAST (CHRISTIAN) AND WEST (MUSLIM) TRADED MORTAR 
AND ROCKET FIRE. NEVERTHELESS, ON THE BASIS OF OUR LIMITED 
OBSERVATIONS THIS MORNING NUMBER OF ARMED MEN IN CITY'S 
STREETS HAS BEEN GREATLY REDUCED. CONSENSUS OF KNOWLEDGE- 
ABLE COMMENTATORS IS THAT BETWEEN 35 AND 40 PERSONS WERE 
KILLED IN BEIRUT OVER THE LAST 24 HOURS. TRIPOLI IS REPORTED 
QUIET; ALTHOUGH 7.AHT.F. IS THE SUBJECT OF CONFUSING REPORTS. IT 
DOES NOT APPEAR THAT SITUATION HAS DETERIORATED GREATLY. 

2. POLITICAL SCENE IS HARDLY MORE CLEAR, BUT PREVAILING MOOD 
DEC 27 IS MILDLY UPBEAT. BASIS FOR GUARDED OPTIMISM IS 
CONVICTION THAT SYRIANS HAVE QUIETLY CIRCULATED QUOTE BROAD 
OUTLINES UNQUOTE OF COMPROMISE POLITICAL SETTLEMENT BASED 
ON CHIEF OF STAFF SHIHABI'S TALKS IN BEIRUT AND PRIMIN KARAME'S 
CONSULTATIONS IN DAMASCUS. NO AUTHORIZED TEXT OF SYRIAN 
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SUGGESTIONS HAS SURFACED AND PRESS IS PLAYING SPECULATIVE 
GAME REGARDING CONTENTS. DETAILS, HOWEVER, ARE LESS 
SIGNIFICANT IMMEDIATLY THAN FACT THAT ALMOST ALL LEBANESE 
FACTIONS APPEAR TO REGARD REASONED COMPROMISE TO BE 
BOTH POSSIBLE AND NECESSARY. EVEN KBAL JUMBLATT APPEARS 
MORE OPTIMISTIC IN PUBLIC UTTERANCES, FINDING NICE THINGS TO 
SAY ABOUT SPEAKER OF PARLIAMENT KAMAL ASSAD AND THE 
PARLIMENTARY COMMITTEE THAT HAS BEEN ANQEMPTING TO HAMMER 
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OUT REFORM PROPOSALS. 

3. UNCONFIRMED REPORTS OF ALLEGED ARRESTS IN SYRIA, CLOSURE 
OF THE BORDER WITH LEBANON, ETC. HAVE VIED OVER LAST DAY 
OR SO WITH LEBANON'S HOME GROWN DIFFICULTIES FOR ATTENTION 
OF LEBANESE. ONCE AGAIN, HOWEVER, THERE IS BROAD DIS- 
AGREEMENT REGARDING WHEN, OR INDEED, IF THE BORDER WAS 
CLOSED AND, IF SO, WHY. 

4. NEXT SITREP PLANNED FOR MONDAY. 

GODLEY 
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